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Do You Suffer with NEUROPATHY?...
Suffer No More!

6924 Professional Parkway
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34240

Get Relief with No Surgery or Addictive and Dangerous
Medications • 100% Non-Invasive, No Side Effects

• Numbness • Diabetic nerve pain • Sharp, electric-like
pain • Burning or tingling • Muscle weakness
• Difficulty sleeping from leg or foot discomfort
• Sensitivity to touch • Pain when walking

Receive a FREE
Neuropathy Consultation
CALL TODAY! 941-529-6009

LIMITED TIME OFFER!
We offer a scientific, 4-step, proven
approach that heals your nerves and
reverses your symptoms by:
1. Increasing blood supply to your nerves
2. Repairing and re-educating your nerves
3. Increasing the blood flow in your feet or hands
4. Increasing your balance and mobility

After a difficult year that saw his ap-
proval rating plummet during the
height of the pandemic, Gov. Ron De-
Santis is having a moment.

Conservative activists are fawning
over DeSantis and his strident anti-
lockdown message, pushing him into
the forefront of early conversations
about the 2024 GOP presidential
nominations.

And it’s not just Republicans who
are happy with the governor’s perfor-
mance.

A poll released last week found 59%
of independent voters in Florida ap-
prove of the job DeSantis is doing, lift-
ing his overall approval rating back
above 50% after it dropped below that

mark during a peak in virus cases last
July.

DeSantis was heavily criticized dur-
ing the early part of the pandemic as he
delayed closing businesses and imple-
menting a spring lockdown, and then
sought to reopen everything quickly,
even as coronavirus cases were spik-
ing over the summer.

But the governor stuck to his posi-
tion that Florida should pretty much
be wide open, arguing the public
health consequences were not severe
enough to warrant the economic pain
and loss of personal freedom. DeSantis
even rejected less onerous pandemic
safety measures, such as a statewide
mask mandate, which a number of Re-
publican-controlled states adopted.

Last week Texas and Mississippi at-
tracted attention for rolling back pan-
demic restrictions, including mask
mandates. The fact that two of the
most conservative states in the nation
had mask mandates while Florida did
not shows how rigid DeSantis has been
in resisting such measures.

But the recent rollbacks of these
policies elsewhere also make DeSantis
increasingly look more like a leader
than an outlier, at least in the eyes of
many GOP activists.

That is evident in recent polling.
A series of polls last week shows

how much buzz DeSantis is getting
among grassroots Republicans.

It started on Sunday when the Con-
servative Political Action Conference
released a straw poll that had DeSantis
favored to win the GOP presidential
nomination in 2024 if former President
Donald Trump decides not to run. De-
Santis was at 43% support in the poll,
well above South Dakota Gov. Kristi
Noem, who was in second place at 11%.
Noem also is a prominent critic of pan-
demic restrictions.

DeSantis had home field advantage
in the straw poll, with CPAC held in
Florida this year. And the poll didn’t
predict who would win the GOP nomi-
nation during the last presidential cy-
cle without a Republican incumbent on
the ballot. U.S. Sen. Rand Paul won the
poll in 2015. But the CPAC survey
wasn’t the only poll last week that
showed strong numbers for DeSantis. 

On Tuesday, Mason-Dixon released
a poll of Florida voters that had the gov-
ernor’s overall job approval rate at 53%,
with 15% of Democrats supporting
him, 59% of independents and 89% of 

DESANTIS GETTING
PRESIDENTIAL BUZZ

Thunder by the Bay attendees gather for headliner Molly Hatchet at the music and motorcycle festival Feb. 20 in
Sarasota. As many other states are just now easing COVID-19 restrictions, Gov. Ron DeSantis’ strident anti-lockdown
message throughout the pandemic has brightened his star among conservatives. THOMAS BENDER/HERALD-TRIBUNE FILE 

Approval rating
climbs as COVID
numbers decline

Political Insider
Zac Anderson

Sarasota Herald-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK 

See INSIDER, Page 3B

Now, if you are going to die in public,
you might as well be wearing pants.

Not that 24-year-old Joshua Gaukh-
man was too concerned about fashion
statements on March 1 when he hopped
into his blue BMW coupe in just a T-
shirt, boxers and one sock on his left
foot.

He was off to the Ritz-Carlton in Sa-
rasota, or at least that’s what he told po-
lice. He had some type of “business”
there apparently, and it must have been
urgent too, because why else would he
travel 100 mph through an accident zone
where 45 mph is the speed limit during
normal driving conditions?

Chris Anderson
Columnist

Sarasota Herald-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK

No pants,
one sock
and nine
felonies 
for driver

See DRIVER, Page 7B

SARASOTA COUNTY – Just before
thousands of visitors were to descend
on the area for the World Rowing Cham-
pionships in 2017, painters scaled the
large blue water tower on Interstate 75
near Nathan Benderson Park. 

They had a message for the motor-
ists: Visit Sarasota County. 

Now, years later, a county commis-
sioner and one of the area’s most influ-
ential developers are discussing the
possibility of adding a new monument
to welcome visitors to the county. 

Sarasota
County
considers 
a welcome
monument
Timothy Fanning Sarasota Herald-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK

See MONUMENT, Page 7B

SARASOTA – Suncoast Waterkeeper,
an environmental group that keeps tabs
on Sarasota Bay and other area water-
ways, recently named Samantha Gen-
trup its new executive director.

Gentrup, a retired Charlotte County
teacher, was one of the organizers of
Hands Along the Water, the volunteer
group that raised red tide awareness in
2018.

Gentrup is the first paid employee of
the nonprofit, which has a mission of
protecting and restoring waterways
along the Florida Suncoast. She started

March 1.
“Sam understands the interconnec-

tivity of the issues that face us and
brings passion and energy to the envi-
ronmental protection movement,”
Rusty Chinnis, a member of the Sun-
coast Waterkeeper board of directors,
said in a prepared statement. “We are
excited to have her join our team.”

Founder Justin Bloom, an environ-
mental attorney and onetime volunteer
executive director, had been the most
visible face of Suncoast Waterkeeper. 

The organization is best known for
trying to hold government agencies
accountable for environmental impacts,
such as by pushing the U.S. Army Corps

of Engineers to conduct a thorough
environmental study prior to offshore
dredging or Sarasota County for
inadequacies its Bee Ridge Wastewater
Reclamation Facility and for repeated
spills of raw and partially treated
sewage throughout the county’s collec-
tion system and at its treatment plants.
It also conducts water quality monitor-
ing.

“They really established themselves
as a litigator; they hold municipalities
accountable for water quality. That’s
pretty much their identity right now,”
Gentrup said.

Suncoast Waterkeeper hires full-time director

Samantha Gentrup is the first full-time
executive director of Suncoast
Waterkeeper. A retired teacher, she
was a founding member of Hands
Along the Water, a grassroots
environmental group. HERALD-TRIBUNE FILE

Earle Kimel Sarasota Herald-Tribune

USA TODAY NETWORK

See WATERKEEPER, Page 9B
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Jeanne Leslye Dickinson 
was born on January 4 1957 
in Louisville, Kentucky to 
Patrick and Barbara Dickin-
son. She was the sec-
ond of five children 
and is survived by 
two brothers, Vance 
Dick inson( Jack ie) 
and Bobby Dickin-
son(Sally), who reside 
in Sarasota, and two 
sisters, Sarah Dick-
inson Shore(Dave) 
and Beverly Dickinson(Greg), 
both who reside in Denver, 
Colorado.

Pat and Barbara settled in 
Sarasota in 1959. Growing 
up, Leslye was a competi-
tive swimmer and competed 
throughout her youth and her 
high school years. She grad-
uated from Riverview High 
School in 1975 then attended 
St. Mary’s College in Notre 
Dame, Indiana. She worked as 
a paralegal and thought about 
following in her father’s foot-
steps as an attorney but decid-
ed her passion lay with helping 
children. Leslye pursued a de-
gree in Special Education and 
graduated from the University 

of Florida. Following that, she 
particularly enjoyed her work
at Child Life as an advocate for
children with cancer.

Leslye was very 
intelligent and had a
great sense of humor. 
She had many friends 
but Karen Stottlemyer 
Eastmore was espe-
cially loyal and stood 
by her throughout her 
entire life. Dr. Joseph 
Bubinak also provid-

ed guidance for her was also a
very loyal friend. Though she
faced many challenges in life, 
Leslye succombed to cancer
and left behind Precious, the
dog she so adored and cared 
for. She is extremely grateful 
for her friend Kellie for taking 
Precious and providing her
with a loving home The family
will be holding a private me-
morial service.

Donations can be made to
the Incarnation Church Me-
morial Garden at 2901 Bee
Ridge Road, Sarasota, Flori-
da 34239 or the Christopher
Reeve Paralysis Foundation at
636 Morris Turnpike, Suite 3A,
Short Hills, NJ 07078.

Dickinson, Jeanne Leslye

Jan 4, 1957 - Feb 22, 2021

PR1 John
Walter Ber-
nard, USN
Ret., of Sara-

sota, FL, died on Sep 3, 2020. 
Services will be held at 1:00PM 
on Friday 3/12/2021 at Sarasota
National Cemetery, 9810 St.
Rd. 72, Sarasota, FL 34241. Fu-
neral arrangements by: Toale 
Brothers Funeral Homes.
Condolences may be made at
www.toalebrothers.com.. 

Bernard, USN Ret., 

PR1 John Walter

Feb 24, 1951 - Sep 3, 2020

Gloria Elaine Lammlein, 76, 
of Parrish , FL, died on Feb 25, 
2021. Funeral arrangements 
by: Your Traditions Crema-
tion and Funeral Chapel. 

Lammlein, Gloria 

Elaine

Feb 6, 1945 - Feb 25, 2021

Robert D. Goodman, 85, of 
Sarasota , FL, died on Feb 19, 
2021. Funeral arrangements 
by: Your Traditions Crema-
tion and Funeral Chapel. 

Goodman, Robert D.

Mar 18, 1935 - Feb 19, 2021

OBITUARIES

Raymond Lester (Les) Lu-
cas of Palma Sola, FL, died at 
the age of 95.  Services will be 
held at Shannon Funeral Home 

W e s t v i e w 
Chapel, 5610 
Manatee Av-
enue West, 
Bradenton , 
FL.  Visita-
tion is Fri-
day, March 
12 from 4 
- 6pm and 
the funeral 
is Saturday, 
March 13 at 

11:00 am.
For more information and 

to read full obituary please 
visit www.ShannonFuneral-
Homes.com/listings

Lucas, Raymond    

Lester (Les)

Sep 24, 1925 - Feb 23, 2021

D a v i d
Donovan, 82,
of Port Char-
lotte, Florida,

died on Feb 25, 2021. Funeral
arrangements by: Charlotte
Memorial Funeral Home,
Cemetery and Crematory. To
leave an online condolence,
please visit www.charlotteme-
morial.com. 

Donovan, David

Apr 30, 1938 - Feb 25, 2021

Eric departed this world,
leaving behind his loving wife
Marsha of 52 years. 

     Survived by his children,
Eric, April, Laurie, & Eddie.
Grandchildren Jordan, Ashley,
Whiley, Taylor, Amber, Johna-
than, Kendra, Karl, 5 Great
Grandchildren,  Brothers Rod, 
David, Wally, Allen & Sister
Ann Goretcki.

          He grew up in Mich-
igan. Were he met the love of
his life, Marsha Dougal then
moved to Sarasota, Flori-
da.  He loved Fishing, Diving, 
Deer Hunting, Gardening, and
Street Racing. Forever in our
hearts. May you rest in peace 
with our Lord, until we all
meet again. 

                        Celebration
of Life will be on March 20th,
from 5-9 at Longwood Run 
Park, Sarasota, Florida.

Goretcki Sr., Eric F.

Apr 8,1952 - Feb 12, 2021

Margaret    (Margo) Lane, 
77, of Sarasota, FL, died on Feb 
28, 2021. Funeral arrangements 
by: Your Traditions Crema-
tion and Funeral Home. 

Lane, Margaret    

(Margo)

Nov 2, 1943 - Feb 28, 2021

      Hermelinda Vazquez 
Avila, 42, of Sarasota, FL, died 
on Feb 28, 2021. Funeral ar-
rangements by: Your Tradi-
tions Cremation and Funeral 
Chapel. 

Vazquez Avila,       

Hermelinda

Jul 23, 1978 - Feb 28, 2021

Jamee Connor, 35, of Port 
Charlotte, Florida, died on Feb 
27, 2021. Funeral arrangements 
by: Englewood Community 
Funeral Home with Private 
Crematory. 

Connor, Jamee

Jan 17, 1986 - Feb 27, 2021

Mary Ruth Anderson, 79, of 
Sarasota, FL, died on Feb 25, 
2021. Funeral arrangements 
by: Your Traditions Crema-
tion and Funeral Chapel. 

Anderson, Mary Ruth

Jun 16, 1941 - Feb 25, 2021

Patricia M. Reeser of Sara-
sota, FL died on March 2, 2021.
She was predeceased by her
husband Harry M. Reeser III,
parents Michael J. Flynn and
Margaret Dietrich, and her sis-
ter, Kathryn Lew. She is sur-
vived by her son Harry M. Re-
eser IV, her two daughters and 
their spouses: Greta (Jerome 
Maes) and Sarah (Tim Bat-
tishill), and numerous nieces, 
nephews, cousins, and in-laws.

Pat was born in Chicago, ar-
riving in Sarasota in 1950. She
was a graduate of St. Martha 
Catholic School, Cardinal
Mooney High School and at-
tended St. Mary’s Dominican
College in New Orleans, LA.
She was an Administrative As-
sistant at W.G. Mills Construc-
tion for over 20 years.

Plans for a Celebration of
Life are pending. If desired, 
gifts in Pat’s memory may be
made to the Retirement Home
for Horses, Alachua, or to Fe-
line Friends of Southwest Flor-
ida, Sarasota.

Reeser, Patricia M.

Aug 31, 1943 - Mar 2, 2021

C h a r l e s
E. Sax, 87,
of Sarasota,
FL, died on

Mar 6, 2020. Services will be
held at 10:00AM on Thurs-
day 3/11/2021 at Church of the 
Palms, 3224 Bee Ridge Rd., 
Sarasota, FL 34239. Funeral 
arrangements by: Toale Broth-
ers Funeral Homes. Condo-
lences may be made at www.
toalebrothers.com. 

Sax, Charles E.

Nov 27, 1932 - Mar 6, 2020

R e t . C o l . 
M u r r a y
Glenn Swin-
dler, 84, of

Venice, Florida, died on Feb 
28, 2021. Services will be held 
at 12:30PM on Friday, March
12, 2021 at Sarasota National
Cemetery, 9810 State Hwy 72
in Sarasota. Funeral arrange-
ments by: Farley Funeral
Home in Venice. 

Swindler, Ret.Col. 

Murray Glenn

Apr 18, 1936 - Feb 28, 2021

Joseph R. Scherer, 83, of Ro-
tonda West, FL, died on Mar 
3, 2021. Funeral arrangements 
by: Englewood Community 
Funeral Home, Inc. with Pri-
vate Crematory. 

Scherer, Joseph R.

Jul 5, 1937 - Mar 3, 2021

Sarah was born and grew
up in Sarasota, the daughter
of Virginia Cullis and the late 
James W. Cullis.  She is sur-

vived by her
two sons
who were
her pride
and joy, Ross
M c S w a i n 
( H a n n a h )
and baby
Lily of Char-
lotte,NC and

Jack McSwain of New York
City.  She was a devoted and
loving caregiver not only to
her children, but to any per-
son or animal in need. Her
latest best friend was Gracie,
her chocolate lab. She will 
be missed by her siblings to 
whom she was always little
sister and playmate:  Wade 
(Ruthie), Jenifer (TJ), Jim,
Bill(Elaine).  Sarah graduat-
ed from Riverview High and
the University of Florida. As
a young girl she loved sail-
ing with her family, riding
her horse, All-Star pitching
for Miss Softball America, 
being active with Church of
the Palms, and time with her
friends. She lived in the Ponte 
Vedra area the last 26 years. 
The family celebrated Sarah’s 
life privately.  She will always
be in our hearts. Donations
can be made in her memory
to:  Lyme Disease  Treatment
and Research, 700 Colorado
Blvd., Denver CO 80206, or to 
the Church of Palms 3224 Bee
Ridge Rd, Sarasota, FL 34239.

Cullis (McSwain), 
Sarah Elizabeth

Oct 8, 1961 - Jan 21, 2021

Sandra Beth Roemer, 59, of 
Baraboo, WI, died on Feb 19, 
2021. Funeral arrangements 
by: Your Traditions Crema-
tion and Funeral Home. 

Roemer, Sandra Beth

Apr 25, 1961 - Feb 19, 2021

Thomas J. Ciranello, 84, of 
Port Charlotte, Florida, died 
on Mar 4, 2021. Services will 
be held at 11:00AM on March 
8, 2021 at St. Charles Borromeo 
Catholic Church in Port Char-
lotte. Funeral arrangements 
by: Roberson Funeral Home 
Port Charlotte Chapel. 

Ciranello, Thomas J.

Jun 29, 1936 - Mar 4, 2021

Constance Murray, 71, of 
Englewood, FL, died on Mar 
2, 2021. Funeral arrangements 
by: Englewood Community 
Funeral Home, Inc. with Pri-
vate Crematory. 

Murray, Constance

May 19, 1949 - Mar 2, 2021

Carleton Norwood Rowe,
loving husband, father of
three, and stepfather of one,
passed away Feb. 27, 2021 at
the age of 92.

Carl was
born on
April 1, 1928
in Waynes-
ville, PA to

Cleon and Kathryn Mae (Jury)
Rowe. He was a Corporal/
Technician Fourth Grade in
the US Army and served as
chief jailor of Sugamo Prison
during the Japanese war trials.
A graduate of Juniata College,
he received his PhD in Chem-
istry from Penn State in 1955.
After 5 years with Texaco, the
rest of his notable career was
spent as a tribologist with Mo-
bil Oil. Along with many pat-
ents and awards, he was also a
past president of The Society
of Tribologists and Lubrica-
tion Engineers (STLE). 

On June 28, 1956, he married
Marian Brightbill and together
they raised a daughter, Barba-
ra, and two sons, David and
Steven. On July 28, 1990, he
remarried to Margaret Turn-
er Dute who had a daughter,
Marjorie.

Carl enjoyed traveling, play-
ing bridge, serving as a church
officer and volunteering at
Northminster Presbyterian
Church, and watching Penn
State athletics. He was known
for his intellect, work ethic,
and his love for his family.

Carl was preceded in death
by his father, Cleon, his moth-
er, Kathryn, his brother, Rich-
ard, his sister, Joyce, and his
stepdaughter, Marjorie. He
is survived by his wife, Mar-
gie, his three children and six
grandchildren. A service for
the family will be held on a lat-
er date at the Sarasota Nation-
al Cemetery. 

Rowe, Carleton

Apr 1, 1928 - Feb 27, 2021

Jerry Lynn
Smith, 76, of
Bradenton ,
FL, died on

Mar 1, 2021. Funeral arrange-
ments by: Your Traditions
Cremation and Funeral Chap-
el. 

Smith, Jerry Lynn

Nov 19, 1944 - Mar 1, 2021

John  R. III Unnever, 70, of 
Orlando, FL, died on Mar 4, 
2021. Funeral arrangements 
by: Compassionate Crema-
tion, Winter Springs, Fl.  May 
he be free from all suffering.. 

Unnever, John  R. III

May 12, 1950 - Mar 4, 2021

As the executive director, Gentrup is
charged with helping to expand the cur-
rent water quality monitoring program,
as well as improving public outreach,
“so the public and our communities un-
derstand what Suncoast Waterkeeper
does and why we do it, and continuing
to empower people to get involved and
building our volunteer base so we have
members and volunteers that are ac-
tively engaged.”

Gentrup was working as a teacher
when she, along with several others,

started the grassroots group Hands
Along the Water as a response to the
18-month-long red tide bloom that
impacted the Gulf Coast in 2017 and
2018.

That culminated in an Aug. 12, 2018,
event that captured attention through
social media and involved almost
10,000 people.

After a brief attempt at becoming a
nonprofit, Hands Along the Water is
once again a grassroots movement,
though volunteers still are available for
community efforts.

Suncoast Waterkeeper is part of an
alliance of more than 350 waterkeeper
and riverkeeper organizations in more
than 45 countries.

“They meet, they share resources,
they’re just this network of brothers and
sisters that are in this fight together,”
Gentrup said.

She later stressed that a valuable part
of Suncoast Waterkeeper, after the non-
profit raises awareness of problems, is
to work with those same agencies to fix
them.

“It’s a community partnership, real-
ly,” Gentrup added.

Education programs will include
programs for youth, as well as practices
homeowners and homeowners associa-

tions can follow to improve water
quality, similar to those published 
by the Gulf Coast Community Founda-
tion in its online water quality play-
book. 

Gentrup is embracing her role as an
advocate for Suncoast Waterkeeper.

“I’m excited to be able to brag about
Suncoast Waterkeeper,” she said. 

“Share how devoted the board is, and
what a rich history the organization has
and what it is that they’re doing to really
be the caretaker of our water.”

Earle Kimel primarily covers south
Sarasota County for the Herald-Tribune
and can be reached at earle.kimel@her-
aldtribune.com. 

Waterkeeper
Continued from Page 1B

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Visit suncoastwaterkeeper.org

All of the studio dancers and trainees
display musicality, soft pointe-work,
and a generous use of the upper body.
But Thomson has a little extra some-
thing – a particular spark in her eye and
expansiveness in her movement. (She is
alternating with Cynthia Ryan.)

The “Coppélia” excerpt, a set of varia-
tions on a theme in which, according to
a Slavic folk custom, the young women
shake an ear of wheat in order to discern
whether their sweethearts love them,
has a naïve, old-world charm that is par-
ticularly suited to young dancers. “Salut
des Hommes,” by Hird, is a straightfor-
ward demonstration of classroom steps,
which reveals that the young men in the
school are excellent turners. (It includes
a performance by 10-year-old Rory Go-
mein, who shows remarkable poise.)
The “Corsaire” and “Swan Lake” ex-
cerpts are generic, but nice enough. A

bit more variety might have been nice –
perhaps an extended classical pas de
deux, for example.

“Choke,” the first of two contempo-
rary offerings, contains the kind of un-
dulating-torso, high-kicking, hard-driv-
ing choreography that one associates
with imitators of William Forsythe, the
American choreographer whose pio-
neering work in the 1990s extended and
sharpened ballet technique. But this
style has lost its edge, and in any case, is
probably more suited to mature dancers
who can give it the necessary attitude
and attack.

The evening closes with “Feira de
Castro,” set to songs by the Portuguese
vocalist Mariza in the traditional style
known as fado. (All the music is record-
ed.) Women in long red dresses romp
with men in simple street clothes. Solos
and duets unfurl against a backdrop of
earthily-moving ensemble dancers.
There is a very polite drunk dance and a
not-terribly-convincing angst-ridden
pas de deux. But you know what? The
music is lovely, and so are the dancers.

And it’s glorious to be back watching
dance, together, on a stage rather than
in front of a computer screen.

The Sarasota Ballet returns to the

Terrace Stage April 29-May 1 with works
by the women dancers of Sarasota Bal-
let and the Studio Company. For more
information: sarasotaballet.org

Ballet
Continued from Page 6B

Kenny Allen and Harrison Martin perform in Dwight Rhoden’s “Choke,” presented
in a program featuring The Sarasota Ballet Studio Company and the Margaret
Barbieri Conservatory’s Trainee program. PROVIDED BY FRANK ATURA/SARASOTA BALLET


